Date:  28/09/07

Irene Coll

Audit Scotland

18 George Street

Edinburgh

EH2 2QN

Dear Irene

AUDIT SCOTLAND STUDY: A PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF SPORT IN SCOTLAND

As discussed in our telephone conversation VOCAL have consulted with our members on the project brief for the above and we are pleased to provide the following feedback.

VOCAL welcome this study and are pleased to provide the following observations, comments and proposals.

1.
Project Advisory Group

 It is proposed that a Project Advisory Group is not established.  I think this is a mistake.  A project team would be able to advise those involved in the study about sources of information and provide feedback on issues and findings that emerge during the study.

2.     
Background
Para 7 - The final sentence states "there are no new targets in the revised strategy."  It would be fairer to say there are no targets in the revised strategy.  This was a conscious and important change.

Para 10 - The description of what local authorities do is not really accurate.  VOCAL suggest that the final sentence is deleted and replaced with the following "Local authorities do this principally through the provision of facilities, sports development work and support for independent providers.  In recent years a number of councils have established not for profit trusts to deliver sport on their behalf."

Variation in practice and performance against objectives
Para 23 - It is important not to imply that participation is linked to levels of provision or expenditure on sport by local authorities.  The highest levels of participation are in outdoor activities like walking which do not require purpose built facilities or even development programmes.  The figures for rural areas like Moray could include visitors as well as residents eg for hill walking.


What are the significant issues for sport in Scotland

Paragraph 25  -  There is no mention here of what is arguably the main challenge facing sport in Scotland which is increasing participation in sport, particularly in disadvantaged areas including the West of Scotland and amongst key sectors of the population, eg, women, teenage girls, where participation is stagnating and well below the national targets.

National and local objectives
Paras 26 & 27 - It is essential that local authorities, governing bodies, clubs and other local bodies of sport are not seen simply as delivery agents for national government objectives.  Reaching Higher allows local priorities to be identified within broad strategic themes.

Sports Facilities
It is appropriate for the study to examine the funding arrangements for the national and regional sports facilities programme.  The study should also examine how the investment required to provide an adequate range of accessible and suitable facilities at local level  and to upgrade the ageing stock of facilities referred to in para 29 will be met.  There might well be an issue about having to make choices between funding national and regional facilities and community facilities.

The study could also examine whether it is the case that funding is being diverted from Scottish sport to the London Olympics given some of the concerns that have been expressed about this.

Equality and diversity issues
Para 34 - VOCAL would be surprised if sufficient data is available at  local authority level which breaks down participation by age group, gender, socio-economic and ethnic grouping.

I hope the above is of use to you in taking forward this project.  Should you require further information or clarification please do not hesitate to contact me.  With regard to the meeting I have spoken to Ian Hooper our Chair who has suggested a joint meeting with ourselves and Keith Jackson of Sport Scotland who represents the trust sector in Scotland.   Can I suggest on this basis that you contact my secretary Shona Smith on 0141 887 2210 with some dates and she will co-ordinate a meeting between all parties.

Joyce McKellar

Secretary

VOCAL

07786703221  (mobile)

