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Minutes of VOCAL Executive Meeting on 13th April 2007

at Clydesdale Bank, Lothian Road, Edinburgh

Present:
Norman Atkinson, Ron Carthy, Alison Colvie, Gerry Fitzpatrick, Steve Grimmond, Ian Hooper, Joyce McKellar, Charlie Raeburn, Rod Stone, Graham Watson, John Zimny, Tim Dent 

Apologies:
Stewart Atkinson, Neil Brown, Daryl Fraser, Des Friel, John Griffiths, Stephanie-Anne Harris, Colin Hutcheon, Alan Jones, Tom Leighton, Jill Miller, Gary Robertson ,Pam Scott, Abigail Teirney, Tony Thistlewaite, Alastair Wilson, Nick Russell 

1
Minutes of the meeting on 2nd March 2007

The minutes were approved as an accurate record.

2
National Sports Strategy

The Scottish Executive has suggested a series of follow up meetings across Scotland.  The secretary will write and welcome these, suggesting the Executive contact LA’s direct.  

Cosla intends to establish a working group on increasing participation in sport and culture.  This may be proceeded with a telephone survey on participation.

3
Quality Assurance 

           The model is developing using the EFQM framework.  The next step is to meet with SMC, SLIC & others to see how existing and new models fit with the proposals.  

The Executive is keen to have one overarching framework.  It is hoped that a first version will be ready by Autumn.


Two issues to be addressed are:  what support will be available to LA’s to undertake self assessment and what happens to the findings from the self assessments?


There was discussion about the support and quality assurance of self assessment and some concern about how the process might work.  Issues included the role of any national steering group; that this needed local government representation; and that if the group had any role of commenting on local authority self assessments it was important that if had access to the skills and support that such an appeal would require.

4
Culture Bill & Guidance – Response 


The draft was agreed in principle as reflecting the views of the members.  Any additional comments to Rod by the end of the week and then it will be submitted.

5
Conference

Proposed format of the Friday was greed.  Notice of the conference should go out in the next fortnight.  A formal publicity leaflet should be out by the end of May.  

This requires redesigned.  

£150 first and £120 for subsequent

50% refund up to 1st August then no refund

Clarity non-sport aid cost £5

6
Treasurers Report

A financial report was circulated (attached)

7
Secretary’s Report 

A service specific questionnaire has been circulated by Audit Scotland.  

Agreed to address at next meeting.

8
Date of Next Meeting

Changed to the 22nd May at 10.30.
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Treasures Report

Balance at 1 March
 £  14,716.64

Income 

PMP Consultancy (March 07)           
416.00

Interest 1 March 
0.90

Total Income + Balance         
£  15,133.54

Expenditure

Exec meeting expenses (room hire) 
120.56

Committed Expenditure 

Joyce McMillan fee
235.00  

Culture Bill Consultation Event           
294.00

Balance at 13 April 
 £   14,483.98

J R Zimny

VOCAL Treasurer
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