Public Services Reform (Scotland) Bill

Creative Scotland proposals

1. There is broad agreement on replacing Scottish Arts Council and Scottish Screen but some frustration that it has taken so long to put the legislation in place to set up Creative Scotland. The concerns that led to the Creative Scotland Bill failing to secure parliamentary approval last year must be addressed.  Although transitionary arrangements have been put in place they have resulted in a vacuum in the development of arts policy and being able to address many of the key issues that emerged from the national review of culture. The cultural sector will not only welcome the Creative Scotland being set up as soon as possible but it would appreciate clarity about the role of the new body in relation to arts and cultural policy and that of the Scottish Government.

2. The way that Creative Scotland will operate and engage with local authorities and other bodies in the arts and creative sectors will be vital to its success but this is a matter for discussion with the organisation when it is up and running rather than the legislation as such.

HEACS

Background

1. The Historic Environment Advisory Council for Scotland (HEACS) represented a wide-ranging cross section of the Historic Environment sector, bringing together a well informed set of professionals that could give independent, unbiased advice on matters affecting the Historic Environment. 

Discussion

2. The principle value of HEAC's was its ability to independently examine and identify the shortcomings of existing legislation and current practises of local authorities and Historic Scotland. Indeed, to not only offer sound and well informed advice but also develop its own wider agenda of strategic issues and topics by consulting with all the key stake holders as part of its long term commitment to openness in shaping the future protection of the Historic Environment.
3. HEACS championed our built heritage and were not afraid to identify shortcomings in legislation and current practices. The loss of HEACS means this invaluable champion is being lost. This is all the more concerning at a time when there is a perception that Historic Scotland are becoming increasingly distanced from the rest of the Historic Environment.  

4. The dissolution of HEACS due to the perceived duplication of effort by Historic Scotland cannot be supported given that HEACS represent just one narrow aspect of the Historic Environment sector.

Future

5. In the absence of HEACS there is a need for a group to continue the valuable work that they have been carrying out. This responsibility has so far fallen to the Built Environment Forum (BEFS) as it tries to expand its remit. BEFS in its present form does not have the same power or kudos as HEACS.

